
THEHISTORYOFODE-AYEKINGDOM

TheoriginalancestorofOde-AyepeoplewasnamedDanikin(whichispronouncedDanikenin

thelocaldialect)whoisthesonofOoniofIfe.HistoryrelatesthatDanikinmigratedfrom Ile-Ife

toBeninduringthetimeofObaOsoluwa,fatherofObaEsigieofBeninandgrandfatherofthe

IstAbodi(Jabado)oftheIkales.

SoonafterDanikinarrivalatBenin,ObaOsoluwasenthim toleadanarmytoconquerthepeople

ofIyodowhowerecausingtroubleatthattimeandtheexpeditionwassuccessful.TheOba

OsoluwathenrewardedDanikinwithchieftaincytitletherebymakinghim animportantchiefand

personalityinthekingdom.HewassenttoliveinItsekiricountryashe(ObaOsoluwa)thought

theItsekiripeoplemaylikelyrebelandthathewouldbeabletosub-duethem.

AfterObaOsoluwa’sdeath,hissonEsigiewascrownedasthenextObaofBeninandhewaged

waragainsthisbrotherAguaranatUdo.Aguaranlatercommittedsuicideandhispeoplewere

drivenfarawaytoIdanre(Ondo).Partofthem,however,escapedsouthwardtotheIlajeregion

(Mahin)andtookrefugewithachiefnamedAlawe.ObaEsigiepursuedthem furtherandAlawe

wasdriventowardsEpe,hewaskilledataplacecalledEmina.Danikinwaspartofthe

commandersofEsigie’sarmyduringthiswar.

WhentheIstAbodioftheIkales,JabadoleftBeninDanikinaccompaniedhim andhewasgiven

landatIpoke(BetweenGbekeboandOjuala).HewasmadetheOlojai.e(thesubstantivehead)

there.HestayedthereforanumberofyearsandhetravelledwithallhispeopleuptheOluwa

andominlariversasfarasImobiwherehesettledandmadevillagelaterturnedtown.Imobi

(meaningibimomoobii.ewhereIknowkolatreesplant).Danikinprosperedandmultiplied.He

hadmanyfollowersandbecamethefirst(Ist)OlojaofIMOBI.HisrealnameDanikinOlamipokiki

wasusedasthetitleofhisOlojaship.Itwasthenamebeenshortenedas“Lapoki”tilldate.

DanikinlapokiworkedinplaceslikeEpewe,Imoboro,Olu-Agbo,allalongriverOluwa.He

establishedamarketatIgbajeashortdistancefrom Imobi.Peoplefrom Itsekiriusedtocome

tothismarkettobuycommodities/articles.Itwasasaresultofthesethattheinformation

aboutDanikin’sprosperityandpopularityfilteredintohiseldestsonLogbemuwa’searandhe

decidedtovisithisfatherDanikinLapokiatImobi.

Notquitelong,DanikinLapoki’seldestsonLogbemuwabynamewhohadremainedinItsekiri

landcametovisithisfatheratImobiafterheheardthenewsofhisfather’sprosperityatImobi.

HetravelledwithmanyItsekirifollowerstolookforhisfather,withmanycanoesloadedwith

salt,Europeanscloths,earthwares,cowries,beadsandmanymore.

Danikin Lapokiheard ofthe coming ofhis son Logbemuwa,atIgbaje meanwhile,he

LogbemuwagotstrandedatIlu-Agbowhichistranslatedas(wherewehadstop).

AtthistimeDanikinwasveryoldandweakbutsummonedcouragetogoandmeethissonon

theway,butasaresultofoldage,hegrewtiredinthecourseofwalkingalongtheeastbankof



theriverOluwatomeethim (Logbemuwa).

OnarrivalatEpewe,however,hisstrengthfailedhim beinganoldman,andwhenhediscovered

thathecannotcontinueandabouttogiveuptheghost,hetookhisAbenren-(theBenin

ceremonialsword)anddroveitintotheground.Hefelldownanddiedatthatspot,hissword

canstillbeseenburiedintherootsofakolatreewhichhasgrownfrom theseedusedbythe

peopleforsacrifices.Fornoonewasabletopullitoutfrom whereitstucktotheground.He

wasburiedatEpewe.

LogbemuwawasmadetheOlojaafterthedeathofhisfatherDanikin,andheassumedthenext

Lapokititle-theOlojaofthetownatImobi.

IgbajebecameestablishedasthefirstIkaleMarketthere;peoplecamefrom farandneartobuy

commoditiesbroughtfrom Itsekirination.Historymadeustoknowthatonhiswayfrom Itsekiri

nationtoIkale,LogbemuwastayedforawhileatItebuEleroontheOfaraRiver,andheleftsome

ofhispeoplethereonhisdeparture.

ThedescendantsofthepeopleheleftbehindcalledthemselvesIlajestoday,theyaswellare

forbiddenfrom eatingfowlsastheOde-Ayepeopleandtheyworshipsamemalokun(sea

goddess).

ItwasalsoLogbemuwathatfirstintroducedcowriesintoIkaleregion.ThetownIgbajewasa

placeoftradeandwealth;andaftermanyyearofprosperityhedied.Hisjuju(charms)canbe

seentodaynearthebankofOluwaRiver.

AfterthedeathofLogbemuwa,hissonOjaranmuwa,succeededhisfatherandbecamethenext

OlojaLapoki.Nothingspectacularcouldberememberedtohavetakenplaceduringhisreignas

OlojaotherthanhebuiltontheprogressoftheIgbajemarket.HediedandwasburiedatIgbaje.

ThedeathofOjaramuwaLapokibroughtthereignofOlojaOLagbokun.Hemovedfrom Igbajeto

aplacecalledOde-OjidonearIgbaje.Hediedandwasburiedthere.HissonAjiborodeascended

thethroneasthenextOloja.AndafterhisdeathhissonOlaaroyebecamethenextOlojaofOde-

Ojido,andafterhim hissonAkinjokun,becamethenextOloja.

OlojaAkinjokunLapokileftOde-OjidoandsettledatthepresenttownofOde-Aye.Hediedsoon

afterhisarrivalthereandhisbodywastakentoOde-Ojidoforburial.HewasthelastOlojatobe

buriedatOde-Ojido.

OlojaAkinjokunhadtwosons:AkinluwaandEhinminorin,therewasserioustusslesbetween

AkinluwaandEhinminorinbothofthem laidclaimedtothetitleoftheOlojaafterthedeathof

theirfather.

ThematterwastakentoObaofBeninandtheObadecidedthattheseniorsonAkinluwashould

assumethroneasthenextOlojaandthatEhinminorinshouldholdthetitleofPetuwhichisthe

ordercomingfrom theresolutionmadebyObaofBenin.Healsodecreedthatinfuturethe



arrangementshouldbethatEhinminorinandhisdescendantsshouldholdtheOlojashiptitle

alternatelywiththeAkinluwa’sdescendants.

OlojaAkinluwaoutlivedEhinminorinandonhisdeath,Ehinminorin’ssonnamedOgungbemiwas

chosenasthenextOloja.HewasunwillingandinfactwasnotallowedtousethetitleofLapoki

andwhenthematterwasreferredtoBeninwhereherequestedtobeallowedtorevivetheold

titleofHaluwhichwasoriginallyknownasSaluwhichhadbeenheldpreviouslybyoneman.

ThestorywasthatafterDanikinLapokihadleftBeninwiththeIstAbodi,oneofthewivesofthe

OluofItsekiriwasseducedandwassentpackingbyOlufrom hishouse.Shethenfollowed

DanikintoImobiandasoncamethroughherthere,hewasgiventhenameMosaolumeaning(I

ranfrom Olu).HismotherbecameaslavetooneofDanikinchiefnamedIjagbo,andwhenhe

diedtheboyMosaoluassumedhisnameIjagbowhowaslatermadechiefbyDanikinwiththe

titleofSaluacoinagefrom Mosaolu(nowpronouncedasHaluinOde-Ayedialect).

TheObaofBeningrantedOgungbemi’srequestandhebecametheOlojaSaluofAye.Onhis

death,thetitleofOlojawasrevertedtoAkinluwa’sdynastyandhissonOlokungbajowasmade

theOlojaLapoki.WhiletheOlokungbajoLapokiwastheOlojaatAye,thepresenttownofIkoya

wasbuiltbyAbodiIkugbayigbeandthefirstIkale-OndowarbrokeoutknownasOgunLapatija

orFagbi.

ItstartedatAye.ThevictoriesoverthesewarsandothersaccountedforwhyAyepeopleare

forbiddenfrom eatenfowls/chickenandthereasonswhyAyepeopledoworshipOluwariver

goddess-(Oluwamobi).ThiswasduetoprotectionsandsafetyprovidedbythesedeitiestoAye

peopleinthecourseofthewars.

OlojaOlokungbajodiedatOde-AyeandwassucceededbythesonofthelateOlojaOgungbemi

Salu.HisnamewasObateruthenextSaluofAye.DuringhistimeanIjawmannamedEkewu

lodgedcomplainedtotheheadoftheOndosatAyenamedPamejithathiswifehadbeen

seducedbyoneLakotoanOndoman,thislaterresultedintodisputesbetweentheOndosand

theIjawsatAye.

TherewasreinforcementofIjawsfrom IgbobiniandtheysubduedtheOndostherebysentthem

packingfrom Ode-Ayetownatthattime.ThoughSomeIjawswerekilledandprominentOndo

mannamedLabelesewaskilled.ApeacemeetingwasheldpresidedbyoneIdepeChiefandthe

Ondoswereconvictedofwrongdoings,finedandpeacerestored.

OlojaObaterudiedatOde-Aye,hewassucceededbyAkinsurojuLapoki,sonofthelateOloja

Olokungbajo.ThefirsteventofimportanceinOlojaAkinsurojuLapoki’sreignwasthelastand

mostseriouswarbetweentheIkalesandOndos.ThewarwasknownasOgunOlayeye.

Aboutfiveyearslater,inFebruary1895,DistrictCommissionerRohrwegerarrivedinIkalenation

andafterhereturnedtoLagos;aPoliceInspectorTom bynamevisitedAye.Itwasthetimethe

Okutetraditionalfestivalwasbeenobserved.



Itisforbiddentobeatthedrumsduringthisancestralfestival.Meanwhile,theInspectorcame

withsomepeoplethatwerebeatingdrums.Peoplebecameapprehensiveandscared,Tom

explained,however,thathehadcomeonapeacefulmissionwithamessagefrom Government

andtheOlojaLapokithenquicklysummonedthepeopleatthefrontoftheshrineofOluwamobi.

ThereInspectorTom told thepeopleand thechiefsthattheWhitemanregarded human

sacrificesandslaveryasabsurdandwasdispleasedwithit,thathenceforth,theactivitiesmust

cease.Andthatallroadsmustbesafefortravelersincludingstrangers.

Twoyearslater,MajorEwartvisitedOde-Ayefrom Lagos.Hereiteratedhisdispleasuresat

humansacrificesandslavery.HetoldOlojaAkinsurojutocutaroadtotheboundaryofhisland-

OtapennamarketbetweenAyeandAJUWE(Ondo).

Subsequently,CaptainAmbroseandMajorTuckervisitedAyeowingtothefactthatLapokihad

beenregardedasimportantchiefasthattime.In1904,anothersetsofwhitemannamedF.P

PinkettandBrownvisitedAyetomeetOlojaAkinsurojuLapokitorequestfortimberconcession

whichwasgranted.

TheLapokigaveBrownpermissiontocutMahoganytreesontheOluwa,Akerun,Isunrinrivers,

anagreementwasreachedthatBrownshouldpaycertainamountnotspecifiedhereonevery

treefelled,parttogovernmentandsomeparttoLapokiinform ofcompensation.Though

misunderstandingensued,detailedcannotbeexplainedhere,butwasresolved.

Inthemiddleoftheyear1928,OlojaAkinsurojuLapokidiedaftermanyyearsinofficeandOloja

Adesulure,(TheSaluofAye)succeededhim.

ThedeathofOlojaAdesulurebroughtthereignofOlojaAdekuoroyeLapokiwhoascendedthe

throne.ThedeathofOlojaAdekuoroye,thentheOlojaAkinlaluSalu(Halu)becamethenext

Oloja.

ThedeathofOlojaAkinlaluHaluusheredinthereignofOlojaMartinOlowuAkinsurojuasthe

LapokiofAyeKingdom.DuringthereignofOlojaM OAkinsurojutheroyaltitleofOlojawas

changedtoObashipin1979.ThedeathofObaM.O Akinsurojubroughttothethronethe

presentOba,ObaWilliamsAkinmusayoAkinladetheHaluofAyekingdom intheyear2004.

Henceforth,therehavebeentworulinghousesintheTown.Theseare:LapokiandHalu.

Thesurroundingvillagesinthesuburbsare:Igbaje.Igboluwoye,Imoboro,Agbabu,Omotoso,

Matedo,Gbotalota,Abusoro,Lafe-Lepa,Olowo,Irokin-Oko,Ladawo,Odojomo,Okerisha,Igoloye,

Igbo-Odofin,Igorisha,Lumeko,Ojokodo.


